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personal holding company subject to 
tax under section 541 if it is a foreign 
personal holding company as defined in 
section 552 or if it meets the require-
ments of the exception provided in sec-
tion 542(c)(10). 

§ 1.542–1 General rule. 
A personal holding company is any 

corporation (other than one specifi-
cally excepted under section 542(c)) 
which, for the taxable year, meets: 

(a) The gross income requirement 
specified in section 542(a)(1) and § 1.542– 
2, and 

(b) The stock ownership requirement 
specified in section 542(a)(2) and § 1.542– 
3 

Both requirements must be satisfied 
with respect to each taxable year. 

§ 1.542–2 Gross income requirement. 
To meet the gross income require-

ment it is necessary that at least 80 
percent of the total gross income of the 
corporation for the taxable year be per-
sonal holding company income as de-
fined in section 543 and §§ 1.543–1 and 
1.543–2. For the definition of gross in-
come see section 61 and §§ 1.61–1 through 
1.61–14. Under such provisions gross in-
come is not necessarily synonymous 
with gross receipts. Further, in the 
case of transactions in stocks and secu-
rities and in commodities transactions, 
gross income for personal holding com-
pany tax purposes shall include only 
the excess of gains over losses from 
such transactions. See section 543(b), 
paragraph (b) (5) and (6) of § 1.543–1 and 
§ 1.543–2. For determining the character 
of the amount includible in gross in-
come under section 951(a), see para-
graph (a) of § 1.951–1. 

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11737, Nov. 26, 1960, as 
amended by T.D. 6795, 30 FR 934, Jan. 29, 1965] 

§ 1.542–3 Stock ownership require-
ment. 

(a) General rule. To meet the stock 
ownership requirement, it is necessary 
that at some time during the last half 
of the taxable year more than 50 per-
cent in value of the outstanding stock 
of the corporation be owned, directly 
or indirectly, by or for not more than 5 
individuals. Any organization or trust 
to which subparagraph (1) of this para-

graph applies shall be considered as one 
individual for purposes of this stock 
ownership requirement subject, how-
ever, to the exception in subparagraph 
(2) of this paragraph which is applica-
ble only to taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 1954. Thus, if an or-
ganization or trust which is considered 
as an individual owns 51 percent in 
value of the outstanding stock of the 
corporation at any time during the last 
half of the taxable year, the stock own-
ership requirement will be met by own-
ership of the required percentage by 
one individual. See section 544 and 
§§ 1.544–1 through 1.544–7 for the deter-
mination of stock ownership. 

(1) An organization or trust considered 
as an individual. Any of the following 
organizations or trusts shall be consid-
ered as an individual: 

(i) An organization to which section 
503 applies, namely, any organization 
described in section 501(c)(3) (relating 
to charitable, etc., organizations) or 
section 401(a) (relating to employees’ 
pension trust, etc.) other than an orga-
nization excepted from the application 
of section 503 by paragraphs (1) to (5) of 
section 503(b). Therefore, a religious or-
ganization (other than a trust) ex-
cepted under section 503(b)(1) is not 
considered an individual for purposes of 
the stock ownership requirement of 
section 542(a)(2). 

(ii) A portion of a trust permanently 
set aside or to be used exclusively for 
the purposes described in section 642(c), 
relating to amounts set aside for chari-
table purposes, or described in a cor-
responding provision of the prior in-
come tax law (such as section 162(a), 
Internal Revenue Code of 1939). 

(2) Exception. For taxable years be-
ginning after December 31, 1954, an or-
ganization or trust to which subpara-
graph (1) of this paragraph applies shall 
not be considered an individual if all of 
the following conditions are met: 

(i) It was organized or created before 
July 1, 1950. 

(ii) At all times on or after July 1, 
1950, and before the close of the taxable 
year, it owned all of the common stock 
and at least 80 percent of the total 
number of shares of all other classes of 
stock of the corporation. 

(iii) For the taxable year it is not de-
nied exemption under section 504(a) or 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 09:03 Jun 08, 2009 Jkt 217090 PO 00000 Frm 00288 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\217090.XXX 217090cp
ric

e-
se

w
el

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

F
R


